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Machine Setup

Set up MAC users

Step 1 Plug in your Cricut Explore® machine and power it on.

Step 2 Connect your Cricut Explore® machine to your computer using the USB cord.
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 3 Open your web browser and go to www.cricut.com/setup

'Google x
“~ 3 C M [} www.cricutcom/setup

Step 4 Log in to your Cricut.com account. If you are new to Cricut.com,
click “Need a Cricut Account” to set up an account.

Cricut

Let's get set up!

Log in with your Cricut account to begin

| Em |
IEI-J:I |

Pazswerd |
!

& Rememberme

FORGOTVOUR PASSWORDY
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 5 You are now ready to set up your Cricut Explore® machine and connect to Cricut Design Space™.
Click “Continue” to begin the set-up process.

Cricut

Welcome!
Well helpyou set up your Cricut Explors™
imachine and connect to Cricut Design Space™ '
In just a few easy steps. Let's go! '
. -

Step 6 Click “Download.”

'(fricut‘

Check and install software

Now, you'll need to download and install the software that ® O
allows Cricut Design Space to communicate with your Cricut
Explore.

22

Click download

2. Open your download folder to find the Cricut Design Space

Installer

Double-click on the Cricut Design Space icon and follow 9
the on-screen steps to complete installation

Completely quit and then reopen your browser

If you are not automatically directed to this page, re-enter

www.cricut.com/setup in your browser window

DOWNLOAD

W

o

NEED HELP?

CONTINUE
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 7 Open Finder in the Mac toolbar.

Check and install software

Mow, you'll need t and install the sof that eoe
allaws Cricut Design Space ta communicate with your Cricut

Explore.

1. Click download

2. Open your download folder to find the Cricut Design Space
Installer

3. Double-click on the Cricut Design Space icon and follow -
h to complete I

4. Completely quit and then reopen your browser

5. If you are not automatically directed to this page, re-enter
www.cricut.comysetup in your browser window

MNEED HELP?

FAVORITES Name Date Modified v Size Kind

EL All My Files CricutDesignSpace-0.032R.dmg Feb 24, 2014, 1:41 PM 1.7MB  Disk Imd

@ AirDrop

#% Applications

[=2] Desktop

[T Documents
H Movies
J7 Music

SHARED
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 9 Review and agree to the Terms & Conditions.

IMPORTANT - Read this

License Agreement carefully
before clicking on the Terms of Use

"Agree" button. By clicking Sales Order Terms and Conditions
on the "Agree” button, you ORDER TERMS AND CONDITIONS
agree to be bound by the
terms of the License TERMS OF USE
Agreement.

These Terms of Use govern your use of the Cricut.com website ("our
Site"), which is owned and operated by Provo Craft & Novelty, Inc.
("Provo Craft" or "we"). These Terms of Use also govern your participation
in any Sponsored Activity (as defined below).

1. Acceptance.By using or visiting our Site or participating in any
Sponsored Activity you confirm your agreement to: (a) these Terms of
Use, (b) Provo Craft's Privacy Policy, found at http:/fwww.cricut.com/
privacy, (c) End User License Agreement, found at hitp:/www.cricut.com/
home/design-space-eula and (d) Provo Craft's Angel Policy, found at
http:ifwww.cricut.com/home/legal/angel-policy. Provo Crait's Privacy
Policy, End User License Agreement and Angel Policy are each
incorporated by reference herein. If you do not agree to any of these
Terms of Use, the Privacy Policy, the End User License Agreement or the
Angel Policy, please do not use our Site or participate in any Sponsored

A odlidin

[ Print ][ Save... ] [ Disagree ] [ Agree ]

Step 10 Drag the npCricut.plugin icon to the Internet Plug-Ins folder.

ricut Design Space

Simply drag the Design Space icon o your Internet Plug-Ins folder

npCricut.plugin Internet Plug-Ins
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 11 Click “Authenticate.” Depending on your computer settings,
you may be prompted to enter your administrator name and password.

Modifying “Internet Plug-Ins" requires an
administrator name and password.

To move “npCricut.plugin®, click Authenticate.
| Authenticate ]

Step 12 Close the Cricut Design Space™ and Downloads windows to return to your browser.

(& Downloads e
\

Cricut Design Space

Simply drag the Design Space icon to your Internet Plug-Ins folder

npCricut.plugin Internet Plug-Ins

Cricut... =2

TAGS
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Machine Setup - Set up MAC users

Cricut | Explore

Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 13 Completely quit your browser; then reopen it and return to
www.cricut.com/setup to continue the set-up process.

Ut Design Space to communicate with yaur Cricut

Click download
Open your downlaad folder to find the Cricut Design Space
Installer
3. Double-click on the Cricut Design Space icon and follow
h %

4. C quit and th, your Brawses
5. If you are not automatically directed to this page, re-enter
your browser window

NEED HELP?

2 powNLOAD

EONTINUE

Step 14 Click “Detect Machine.” When your machine has been detected, click “Continue.”

fricut

Connect your Cricut Explore™

‘Your software is up to date! Now it's time to connect your
Circut Explore™ machine to your computer:

e

If you haven't already, plug your machine's power cord
into a power outlet.

Next, power on your machine.

Then connect your machine to your computer with the
included USB cord.

Click Detect machine.

. Once machine has been detected, click continue.

W

oo

NEED HELP?

CONTINUE
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 15 Check the box to accept your trial subscription, and then click “Continue”.

Cricut

Register & Redeem

Please enjoy a FREE two-week trial subscription to
thousands of images! No credit cards, no commitments—just
acoess to unlimited design possibilities for 14 days!

- iy
N el
erstand that access to the promational free content is non- m
Fferable and s only available through this Cricut.com account

Your free trial subscription to the Cricut Image Library gives you access to over 25,000 images
and 200 fonts. There are no strings attached and no credit cards required—just enjoy your access to all
non-licensed images in the Cricut Library, over 25,000 images during your free subscription trail.

Get more information including a list of all images and image sets included in the subscription, at
us.cricut.com/subscriptionlist

Tip: To gain access to your free trial subscription, please make sure the check box is marked before
clicking “Continue.”

Step 16 Your Cricut Explore® machine is all set up and you’re ready to write and cut your first project!

Section 1A Page 8
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Set up PC users

Step 1 Plug in your Cricut Explore® machine and power it on.

Step 2 Connect your Cricut Explore® machine to your computer using the USB cord.

Section 1B Page 1
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 3 Open your web browser and go to www.cricut.com/setup

'BGODQIE x
“~ 2 C A | [3 www.cricutcom/setup

Step 4 Log in to your Cricut.com account. If you are new to Cricut.com,
click “Need a Cricut Account” to set up an account.

Cricut

Let's get set up!

- B

Log in with your Cricut account to begin

f 1
| Emall |

Pazswerd |
!

& Rememberme

FORGOTVOUR PASSWORDY
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 5 You are now ready to set up your Cricut Explore® machine and connect to
Cricut Design Space™. Click “Continue” to begin the set-up process.

Cricut

Welcome!

Well helpyou set up your Cricut Explors™
maschine and connect to Cricut Design Space™ '
In just a few easy steps. Let's go! '

Step 6 Click “Download Plugin.”

Design Space Plugin Required

The Cricut Design Space plugin supports critical software functions,

includinguploading your own images, using system fonts, and

communicatingwith your Cricut Explore machine. You'll need to download

and install the software that allows Cricut Design Space to communicate with
your Cricut Explore.

1. Clickdownload.
2. Openyour download folder to find the Cricut Design Space Installer.

3. Double-click on the Cricut Design Space icon and follow the on-screen

steps to complete installation.

4. Completely quit and then reopen your browser.
5. Ifyou are notautomatically directed to this page. re-enter

www.cricut.com/design in your browser window.

MNEEDHELP?

DOWNLOAD PLUGIN
-
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 7 Close your browser.

Step 8 Click the Start menu and then open your Documents folder.

€ & C 8 npsiewwericutam/designs/setup
i pm [ iwt> Ded € Gut> bngingPu. [ Croa Setup. (1 Griewt Concimge

Ericut

Check and install software

1 Click download
—2_.Opeen your download tosder to find the Cricut Design Space

click on the Cricut Design Space icon and follow the
steps to camplete installation

pichlla installation, click Continue
GetelCit and then reapen

MR UV plhigin. | you are ot
Iy et to this page, re-enter
am/setiup in your brawser windouw.
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 9 Select the Downloads folder and then double-click on the CricutDesignSpace file.

File - View Tools Help

Organize = Open v  Sharewith v  E-mail  Bum  New folder
7 Favorites CﬁcutDEignSpace—l).l)ﬂR.ue

Ml Desktop

Li Downloads

47 Dropbox

‘5l Recent Places
Libraries
n! Computer
p

f! Network

Step 10 The Setup Cricut Design Space™ window will open. Click “Next” to continue.

s B

[ setup = | 3| =

Setup - Cricut Design Space

Welcome! Let's help you get Cricut Design Space set up.

< Back ]l Mext » ” Cancel
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 11 Review and accept the Terms and Conditions. Click “Next” to continue.

& seup )

Cricut \ Design Space

Before we begin, please read our License Agreement. You must accept the terms of this
agreement before you can continue the installation.

Terms of Use
Sales Order Terms and Conditions
(ORDER TERMS AND CONDITIONS

D

[TERMS OF USE

These Terms of Use govern your use of the Cricut.com website ("our
Site™), which is owned and cperated by Proveo Craft & Novelty, Inc.
("Drovo Craft" or "we™) . Th T

£ Use also govern wvour h

agreement
) Ido not accept the agreement

=l _
Y - |

Step 12 Decide where you would like the file to be installed
(it will default to the Program Files folder). Click “Next” to continue.

Do you accept this license?

BitRock Installer

-

Sequ-' |:I - * '|1

Cricut \ Design Space

Please specify the directory where Cricut Design Space will be installed.

Installation Directory  C:\Program Files (B6)\CricutDesign5pace ]

BitRock Installer
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 13 Decide if you would like a Desktop shortcut. Click “Next” to continue.

[ setwp EIEIE)

Féricut ‘ Design Space

Do you want to create a Desktop Shertcut?
@ Yes
) Mo

BitRock Installer

Fe
. il

Step 14 Click “Next” to install the Internet plug in.

Cricut ‘ Design Space

We're ready to begin!

BitRock Installer
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 15 Cricut Design Space™ has been successfully installed. Click “Finish,”
open your browser, and return to www.cricut.com/setup.

[ sewp EIEIE)

Completing installation.

Success! We've finished installing Cricut Design Space on
your computer.

Step 16 Click “Detect Machine.” When your machine has been detected, click “Continue.”

Ericut

Connect your Cricut Explore™

Your software is up to date! Now it's time to connect your

Circut Explore™ machine to your computer:

1. Ifyou haven't already, plug your machine's power cord
into a power outlet.

2. Next, power on your machine.

3. Then connect your machine to your computer with the
included USB cord.

4. Click Detect machine.

5. Once machine has been detected, click continue.

NEED HELP?

O

CONTINUE
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 17 Check the box to accept your trial subscription, and then click “Continue.”

Cricut

Register & Redeem

Please enjoy a FREE two-week trial subscription to
thousands of images! No credit cards, no commitments—just
access to unlimited design possibilities for 14 days!

2 oy
N el
* @ fferable and Is onty available through this Cricutcom account. m

Your free trial subscription to the Cricut Image Library gives you access to over 25,000 images
and 200 fonts. There are no strings attached and no credit cards required—just enjoy your access to all
non-licensed images in the Cricut Library—over 25,000 images—during your free subscription trial.

Get more information including a list of all images and image sets included in the subscription, at
us.cricut.com/subscriptionlist

Tip: To gain access to your free trial subscription, please make sure the check box is marked before
clicking “Continue.”

Step 18 Your Cricut Explore® machine is all set up and you’re ready to write and cut your first project!

Section 1B Page 9
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Use the materials found in the box to complete a “Thank you” card and watch as your Cricut Explore®
machine writes and cuts all in one step.

First Project

Step 1 To insert the pen, start by first opening accessory clamp A.

Step 2 Remove the cap from the pen.

Section 1C Page 1
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 3 Position the pen so the gray arrow is facing towards you. Hold the accessory clamp in place
while pushing the pen down into the housing until the arrow disappears.

Section 1C Page 2
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 5 Next, load the black paper found in your starter materials packet onto your mat.
Start by removing the protective cover from your mat.

Tip: Set this cover aside while you cut but be sure to replace to protect the mat’s adhesive
during the times it is not in use.

Step 6 Align your paper to the gridlines in the top left corner your mat and smooth
the paper onto the surface.

Section 1C Page 3
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 7 Load the mat into your Cricut Explore® machine by positioning the mat underneath the mat
guides and pressing the blinking Load/Unload button.

Tip: You will know the mat is loaded correctly when the Cricut logo on the mat is directly under the
machine rollers.

Step 8 Follow the prompts on the computer to cut and write your “Thank You” card all in one step.

r
Cut Preview

Mat 1 of 1

Mount your material on the cutting mat. Push and hold mat
againsttherallers and press the blinking "Load mat” button.

MATERIAL SETTINGS [0} PREVIOUSMAT  FINISH
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 9 Once your Cricut Explore® machine has finished cutting and writing, unload the your mat
by pressing the blinking Load/Unload button.

Tip: Be sure to remove your pen—just open accessory clamp A and pull the pen straight up.
Don’t forget to cap the pen!

Step 10 Remove your card by gently bending the mat until one edge of the card releases.

Section 1C Page 5
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 11 Turn the mat over onto a flat surface and then slowly pull the mat
away from your material until the card releases.

Tip: A Cricut® scraper can be used to easily remove excess material from the cutting mat.

Step 12 Line up the corners of the card and fold it in half horizontally.

Section 1C Page 6
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Machine Setup (cont.)

Step 13 Take the jade cardstock from your starter materials packet
and fit it into the slits in the four corners of the card.

Section 1C Page 7
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Smart Set™ Dial

Cricut  Explore

Smart Set  Dial

The Smart Set™ dial is a material selection dial that offers pre-defined settings to get the best results
on paper, vinyl, iron-on, cardstock, fabric, poster board and more. The Smart Set™ dial eliminates the
need to make manual pressure, depth and speed adjustments. Additional materials can be found
under the Custom setting.

Blade: Standard
Mat: StandardGrip

Material
thickness: 020 mm —

Blade: Standard
Mat: LightGrip*

Material
thickness: 010 mm —

ron-on

Create your own
cut settings.**

Fabric

Blade: Standard**
Mat: StrongGrip*

Material
thickness: 0.50 mm —

Blade: Standard**
Mat: StrongGrip*

Material
thickness: 0.30 mm —

Note: Set for lightweight fabric
with stablizer*

*Not included.

¥o0)spseny WO

Blade: Standard
Mat: StandardGrip

Material
thickness: 0.20 mm —

Blade: Standard
Mat: StandardGrip

Material
thickness: 0.21mm —

Blade: Standard
Mat: StandardGrip

Material
thickness: 0.30 mm —

**For an optimal cutting experience, we recommend using the Deep Cut Blade when cutting thicker materials such
as heavy fabric, poster board, chipboard, magnet board, and leather. The Cricut Deep Cut Blade can cut most
materials up to Tmm in thickness using the multi-cut feature.

Tip: The Smart Set™ dial has been calibrated to work best with Cricut’ branded products. If settings
either don’t cut all the way through the material or the blade is cutting too deeply into your mat, use the
half settings located between the material markings on the dial which will increase or decrease

the pressure.
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Smart Set Dial (cont.)

Smart Set™ dial material settings

Paper: Use for text-weight papers such as common computer paper.

Vinyl: Use for home décor vinyl. Produces a kiss cut. (A kiss cut is when the blade just cuts the top layer
of material and leaves the backing sheet uncut. This makes it easier to weed out leftover pieces after

the cut, and then use transfer tape to apply.)

Iron-on: Use for heat transfer vinyl. Produces a kiss cut. (A kiss cut is when the blade just cuts the top
layer of material and leaves the backing sheet uncut.)

Light Cardstock: Use for paper rated at 60 — 65 1b. weights, a little heavier than text-weight papers
often found in patterned, printed or decorative papers.

Cardstock: Use for paper rated at 80 — 90 1b. weights, such as playing cards or most solid-colored
crafting papers.

Fabric: Use for light-weight cotton or cotton/polyester fabrics which have been backed with an iron-on
adhesive interfacing. (Fabric backing required to cut fabrics.)

Fabric +: Use for mid-weight fabrics which have been backed with an iron-on adhesive interfacing. The
setting will perform a multi-cut, meaning it will cut twice along the same lines. (Fabric backing
required to cut fabrics.)

Poster board: Use for heavier materials such as display board used for signs or school projects.

Poster board +: Use for heavier display boards. The setting will perform a multi-cut, meaning it will
cut twice along the same lines.

Tip: For an optimal cutting experience, we recommend using the Cricut’ Deep Cut Blade when cutting
thicker materials such as heavy fabric, poster board, chipboard, magnet board, and leather. The Deep
Cut Blade can cut most materials up to 2mm in thickness using the multi-cut feature.

Section 2A Page 2
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Smart Set™ Dial

Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)
Custom Settings

Besides using the seven preset material settings, you can also take advantage of the Custom setting for
even greater flexibility when working with various materials. Under the Custom setting in
Cricut Design Space™, you can select from predefined settings or create your own.

Using preset custom materials

Step 1 Once your project in Cricut Design Space™ is ready to cut, click “Go.” From the Cut Preview
window, follow the prompts to load your cutting mat into the machine.

Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3

LOAD

Mount your material on the cutting mat Push and hold mat
againstthe rollersand pressthe blinking “Load mat” button.

7%, SET

Setthe dial by turningitto the material you are using

BACKTO PREVIEW MATERIAL SETTINGS [¥] PREVIDUSMAT NEXT MAT

Step 2 Turn the Smart Set™ dial on the Cricut Explore” machine to the Custom setting.
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 3 In Cricut Design Space™, use the Select a Material drop-down menu to see a list of preloaded
custom materials. If your material is on the list, select it and then press “Go” on your
Cricut Explore® machine.

Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3

Adding new custom materials

Step 1 Once your project is in the Cricut Design Space™ ready to cut, click “Go.” From the Cut Preview
window, follow the prompts to load your cutting mat into the machine.

Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3

Mount your material an the cuttingmat. Push and hald mat
against the rallers and press the blinking “Load mat’ button. - -

BACKTO PREVIEW MATERIALSETTINGS ﬁ PREVIOUS MAT NEXT MAT

Section 2B Page 1
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 2 Turn the Smart Set™ dial to the Custom setting.

OXNO

\

Step 3 In Cricut Design Space”, click the “Material Settings” to add your own custom setting.
This will open a new window where you can adjust or add materials settings.

| Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3

LOAD

Mount your material on the cuttingmat. Push and hald mat
against the rollers and press the blinking “Load mat” button.

7\ SET

BACKTO PREVIEW PREVIOUS MAT NEXTMAT

Section 2B Page 2
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 4 Click the “Add Material” button located at the bottom left corner of the window.

r
Manage custom materials
Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type
CUSTOM MATERIAL:
CANVAS 284 off Regular
Cut Pressure: | &n 3 ‘ SAVE
© 284 Points 350 Points
[ [ [ i [}
81.25 s 283.75 280
CHIPBOARD -0.55mm 327 2 Regular
CONSTRUCTION PAPER 163 off Regular
DUCKTAPE 192 off Regular
KRAFT CARDSTOCK (0.22mm) 278 off Regular
TRANSPERANCY 307 off Regular
VELLUM 277 off Regular
ALUMINUM METAL (0.14mm) 327 2 Regular
FELT 3; 2 Regular -
—

Manage custom materials

Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type

s, S e £ = g

cut

New Material £16 o off Regular

Material Mame: | Leather, Fauy] ] %

CutPressure: ‘ ol & | v
1 Points ' 240 Points

T | ' | | ' | ' [

1 s 1705 25825 £

ADD MATERIAL DONE
—_—

Section 2B Page 3



Section 2B

Smart Set” Dial - Custom Settings ’éricut ‘ EXplore

Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 6 Adjust the number of times the cut should be done using the multi-cut feature drop-down
menu in Cricut Design Space™. This will make the Cricut Explore’ machine cut multiple times.

@

Manage custom materials

Material ‘Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type

e s e s - neguier

cuT

Leather, Faux o off Regular

Material Mame: | Leather, Faux ]

CutPressure: i AVE

1 Points.

s ' '

1 8575 1705
ADDMATERIAL m

=]

Step 7 Adjust the pressure by dragging the arrow to the desired number. The lower the number, the
lighter the pressure. The higher the number, the more pressure is applied.

Manage custom materials

Material Cut Pressure Mufticut

Blade Type
R PP
cuT
Leather, Faux 300 off Regular
Material Name: | Leather, Faux ]

CutPressure:
h ] 0 ] ' ] ]

ADDMATERIAL
—_—

DONE
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 8 Once you’re done adjusting the details, click “Save.”

Manage custom materials

Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type
o ) s e v - neguian
cut
New Material #16 300 off Regular
Material Name: | Leather, Faux| ]
Cut Pressure: ‘ aE | T
300 Points
| | L
1 8578 170. 255.25 40

ADD MATERIAL DONE
—_—

Step 9 Click “Done” to close the window in Cricut Design Space™ and press the “Go” button on your
Cricut Explore” machine.

Manage custom materials

Material Cut Pressure Multicut

Blade Type
o ) g e v - neguian
cuT
New Material #16 300 Off Regular
Material Name: | Leather, Faus| ]
Cut Pressure: ‘ o W | w SAVE
300 Points
| | L
1 8575 170. 25525 340

ADD MATERIAL DONE %
/|
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Adjusting material settings

Step 1 You have the option to update or adjust the predefined settings and any setting you have
entered. By doing so you can fine tune the settings to your specific materials. Once your project is in
Cricut Design Space™ ready to cut, click “Go.” From the Cut Preview window, follow the prompts to
load your cutting mat into the machine.

r =
Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3
Mount your materizl on the cutting mat. Push and hold mat
against the rollers and press the blinking *Load mat” button.

7~ SET

BACKTO PREVIEW MATERIAL SETTINGS o PREVIOUSMAT NEXT MAT

Step 2 Turn the Smart Set™ dial to the Custom setting.
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 3 Click “Material Settings” in Cricut Design Space™. This will open a new window where you
can adjust or add materials settings.

Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3

LOAD

Mount your material on the cutting mat. Push and hald mat
against the rollers and press the blinking “Load mat” button.

SET

Selectamaterial

| CANVAS

Ok

BACKTO PREVIEW o PREVIOUS MAT NEXT MAT
—

Step 4 Click on the material you would like to update. Make the changes by adjusting the
pressure and multi-cut options and then click “Save.”

r
Manage custom materials
Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type -
‘CUSTOM MATERIAL:
CANVAS 284 off Rezular
CutPressure: | oft =
284 Points 350 Points
I [ 1 I 1 I i [l
5 91.25 175 275 380
CHIPBOARD -0.55mm 327 2 Regular
CONSTRUCTION PAPER 163 off Regular
DUCK TAPE 192 oft Rezular
KRAFT CARDSTOCK (0.22mm) 278 oft Rezular
TRANSPERANCY 307 off Regular
VELLUM 277 off Regular
ALUMINUM METAL (0.14mm) 327 2: Regular
FELT 331 2 Regular -
ADD MATERIAL
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 5 Once you have finished making adjustments, click “Done” to close the window and press the
“Go” button on your Cricut Explore®.

Manage custom materials

Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type

CUSTOM MATERIAL:

CANVAS 284 off Regular
CutPressure: ‘ o % m
284 Points.
—
25 7. 26375 0
CHIFEQARD - 0.55mm 327 z Regular
CONSTRUCTION PAPER 163 off Regular
DUCK TAPE 192 off Regular
KRAFT CARDSTOCK (0.22mm) 278 off Regular
TRANSPERANCY 307 off Regular
VELLUM 277 off Regular
ALUMINUMMETAL (0.14mm) 327 2 Regular

FELT 331 2 Regular -

Deleting a custom material

Step 1 You have the option to delete any of your defined custom settings. Once your project is ready to
cut, click “Go.” From the Cut Preview window, follow the prompts to load your cutting mat into
the machine.

Cut Preview:
Mat 1 of 3

Mount your material an the cutting mat Push and hold mat
against therallers and press the blinking “Load mat’ buttan.

®=

BACKTO PREVIEW MATERIALSETTINGS 0 PREVIOUS MAT NEXT MAT
-_
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Smart Set ™ Dial (cont.)

Step 2 Turn the Smart Set™ dial to the Custom setting.

OXN0

Step 3 Click “Material Settings.” This will open a new window where you can delete the
unwanted material.

Cut Preview:

Mat 1 of 3
Mountyour material an the cutting mat. Push and hold mat
against the rollers and press the blinking “Load mat’ button.

7y SET
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Smart Set™ Dial (cont.)

Step 4 Click on the material you would like to delete and then click on the trash icon. The material
will be removed from your list.

Manage custom materials

Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type
L, S e 2 - vecgn
cuT

New Material #16 300 off Regular

Material Name: | Leather. Faux] ‘

e Ex ®m

300 Foints

ADD MATERIAL DONE
—

Manage custom materials
Material Cut Pressure Multicut Blade Type
[n——— sur i —
VELLUM 277 Off Regular
ALUMINUM METAL (0.14mm) 327 z Regular
FELT 331 2 Regular
FLOCKED PAPER 251 Off Regular
GLITTER CARDSTOCK (0.3mm) 327 2 Regular
GLITTER EPOXY PRINTED 327 z Regular
PAPER 0.5mm
LEATHER. LIGHT (1.8mm) DEEP24% 4 Regular
cuT
LEATHER, LIGHT (1.4mm) DEEP287 3 Regular
cut
LEATHER. LIGHT (1. 1mm) DEEP278 3 Regular
cuT
ADDMATERIAL
= 24
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Image library

The Cricut Design Space™ Image Library contains over 50,000 images, with more being added all the
time. You don’t need to own an image to try it out—Cricut Design Space lets you design with an image
before you buy so you can make sure it will work on your project.

Note: Available images may vary by region based on your residential address and the licensing agreements.
Search for and insert an image from the Cricut library

Step 1 From the design screen, click on the “Insert Image” icon from the left menu.

éricut'

Untitled Document

INFREPEE ERRREREE AR BRREEREE FRRRREEE R FERREEEEE R
‘E 2 3 4 ) 6 7

Insert Image

f«»!ﬁutwel
h LI
XN ENN

coen_ [
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Image library (cont.)

Step 2 Using the drop-down menu at the top of the window, select the image group you
would like to work with.

Insert Image

e R
EhedTwe
R RN NN

AT

¢ All Images: displays all images in the Cricut Design Space® Image Library

¢ All Image Sets: displays all image sets or cartridges in the Cricut Design Space® Image library

* My Images: displays all images you’ve purchased, plus free images, images from linked cartridges,
and images included in your subscription plan (if you have subscribed)

* My Image Sets: displays all coordinated image sets or cartridges you’ve purchased including free
images, linked cartridges, or images included in the subscription plan (if you have subscribed)

Step 3 Search for a specific image by typing in a key word or phrase into the search box and
clicking the magnifying glass. This will narrow down the number of items you have to choose from.

CTYOMYYQ

- cocn D
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Image library (cont.)

Step 4 Images are shown in tiles. The tile indicates your level of access:
Free, Subscribed, Purchased or the price to purchase the image.

Insen Image

Sarch Rt ) S
L7 g | S — q

. W ™ VY v v ¥ w -

® IV » e
CYOHNYYCQ

e e [

For more information about the image, hover over the image until it expands.

You can now see the name of the image, your level of access, the image number, and the image set it
belongs to (if available).

Tip: If you would like additional images in the image set, click on the image set title to see the entire
offering. Images within image sets usually have a similar design feel.
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Image library (cont.)

Step 5 To select one or more images and add them to the design screen, click on each image you would
like to use. A green check mark will appear in the top right corner of the tile to indicate you’ve selected
it, and a thumbnail of the image will appear in the image queue near the bottom of the Insert Image
window. When you’re finished select images, click the “Insert Images” button.

Insert Image

Tip: To view tmages which have been selected, click anywhere in the queue at the bottom of the window.
You can now see all images prior to inserting them onto your canvas. If you would like to deselect
an tmage, simply click on the image again and it will be removed from your queue.

Insert Image

e radd I gy
L
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Image library (cont.)

Step 6 Once you have chosen one or more images, click “Insert Images.”

Insert Image

e It
T

Step 7 The selected images will be added to your design screen. You can now move and size images to
visualize how they’ll look on your project.

=
1 &
14

i
54f »
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Image Library (cont.)

Search for image sets or cartridges you've purchased

Step 1 Once you link a cartridge to your account (see section 3 of this manual), you will have full access to
its digital image set. Simply access the image set by clicking “Insert Images” from the left menu.

éricut'

oCumEn

A new window will open containing the Cricut Design Space™ Image Library and all images
you’ve purchased.

Insert Image

A g I-= a

e ¥ KRR

L XX R
TEXXERD

oy ]
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Image Library (cont.)

Step 2 Using the drop down-menu at the top of the window, select the image group you would

like to work with. Choose “My Images” if you want to search for a specific image you’ve purchased;
if you are looking for an entire cartridge, select “My Image Sets.” Both options display images from
linked cartridges, plus images you’ve purchased, free images, and images included in your sub-
scription plan.

Step 3 If you own alarge number of images or cartridges, you can narrow them down by doing a

keyword search.
Insant Image
Sewrch Bl s
g rh ey e fem
WA WE s
[ = = J e [ it ]
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Image Library (cont.)

Step 4 Search for a specific image set or cartridge by typing part or all of the name into the
search box, and then clicking the magnifying glass. This will narrow down the number of items
you have to choose from.

Insert Image

Tip: Image sets or cartridges are shown with multiple images in the tile
along with the name of the cartridge. Click on the tile to display all the images
Jound within that cartridge or image set.

F
Inzert Image

Wiirier Yonderindg
g
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Image Library (cont.)

Step 5 Select one or more images by clicking on each image you would like to use. Thumbnails of these
images will be displayed in the image queue near the bottom of the Insert Image window. When you’re
finished selecting images, click “Insert Images.”

Step 6 The image will be added to your design screen. You can now move and size images to
visualize how they’ll look on your project.
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Image Library (cont.)

The Cricut Design Space™ Image Library features a filter system which can help you quickly locate
specific images.

Using image filters

Step 1 From the design screen, click “Insert Images.”

Ericut

Untitled Document
(7 2 e ) [ 2 [ e T [ B B

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

A new window will open containing the Image Library, where you can narrow the set
of images displayed using filters.

Insest Image

B g I - a

**!ﬂﬂﬁ%#l
i#*i#“w!
R REWRE

o |

Section 4C Page 1



gaeggiimor? = U43.g Image Filters 6riCUt ‘ EXp].Ore

Image Library (cont.)

Step 2 On the left side of the window, click on the Filter tab to open alist of filters.

Step 3 Narrow the set of images you would like shown in the library by clicking on the check box next
to one or more of the filters. Only those images tagged by the selected filters will be displayed. Choose
from options such as the number of layers your image has, the type of project you would like to make,
or the category or theme of the image you are looking for.

Insert Image

Section 4C Page 2



gaeggiig‘? = U43.g Image Filters 6riCUt ‘ EXp].Ore

Image Library (cont.)

Tip: Expand the category or theme options by clicking on the arrow next to the filter check box.

2

Section 4C Page 3
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Image Library - Using Image Filters

Image Library (cont.)

Step 5 The image will be added to your design screen. You can now move and size images
to visualize how they’ll look on your project.

B )
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Make It Now™ Projects

Cricut Design Space™ features ready-to-make projects created by professional artists. These Make It
Now™ projects include everything from home décor to fashion to paper crafting, and even a variety of
FREE projects. New projects are added on a regular basis. To make a project, all you need to do is
gather your supplies and go.

Step 1 From the Cricut Design Space™ landing page scroll through the hundreds of
Make It Now™ projects.

- B -

From inspiration to crewtion in just & few clicks, At

SLEEP { ]m."‘ i

Step 2 Use the filter located at the top of the screen to narrow down the project selections to a
specific category.

--e,u .

From mspratson to crestson in pus & few clcks
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Make It Now™ Projects (cont.)

Step 3 Click on a project you would like to make.

B -

in

Step 4 A window will open listing all the project details you will need to create the project including:
project name, project description, difficulty level, estimated completion time, materials
and instructions, and image cost.

[ ey | B S———r—

Desoription
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Make It Now™ Projects (cont.)

Step 5 Make It Now " projects often have more than one photo. If there are multiple photos, small gray
circles will appear below the main photo. Click on the circles to see alternate views of the project.

[ e [ T r—
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Step 6 Below the picture you will find images that are needed to complete this project. Below each
image you’ll see if you own the image, if it’s available in a subscription, if it’s free, or how much
it is to purchase.
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P

Tip: If the Make It Now™ creator changed the image or deleted any layers of the image, don’t worry-
when you purchase the image you will own the original image design with all of its layers. You will also
be able to use the images of this project for any future projects.
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Make It Now™ Projects

Cricut  Explore

Make It Now™ Projects (cont.)

Step 7 There are two options to choose when you are working with Make it Now™ projects. Click
“Make It Now” if you would like to make the project exactly as shown. This will take you directly to

the mat preview.
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Make It Now™ Projects (cont.)

Step 8 Once you’re done cutting, return to Cricut Design Space™ where you can view the project
detail page to follow the instruction on project assembly.

P sty (T} 50 mmte b 1 b
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Tip: If you customize a Make It Now™ project and then save it to your account, the original instructions
will no longer apply.
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Cutting Your Own Images - Basic Upload

Cutting Your Own Images

Cricut Design Space™ gives you the ability to cut what you want by uploading and converting most
.Jjpg, bmp, .png, .gif, .svg and .dxf images into cuttable shapes for free. There are two different types of
uploads: Basic and Vector. Basic uploads are for raster files which are composed of pixels. Unwanted
pixels or unwanted parts of the image must be removed so Cricut Design Space™ can tell Cricut
Explore’ where it should cut or draw. Vector uploads are for files which are composed of paths or
lines. Cricut Design Space™ converts these paths to tell the Cricut Explore® machine where it will

cut or draw.

Basic Upload (.jpg, .gif, .png, or .bmp files)
Step 1 To begin abasic upload, click “Upload Image” on the left side of the design screen.

Cricut

Untitled Document
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Step 2 A window will open which prompts you to choose your image file type. Choose “Basic Upload”
to work with .jpg, .gif, .png or .bmp image files.

1+

Basic Upload Vector Upload

iaplond & g PP g o brag From vair o comguty Urplead e o wour ovgae o8 Ple Ao e sl we B coesee tha e
1 i iy A B A e | CSrent £ el i o et Lt |
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Step 3 Click “Browse” to find the image you want to use from your computer. The file selector will open.

Uplead Image

Step 1: Selact

- W
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Ulpload i wmage
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Step 4 Choose if your image is basic, moderately complex, or complex based on the descriptions
found on the screen. Matching up the image that most closely aligns with your imported image
will help you better create the cut line. Click “Continue to step 2.”

Match your uptoaded image

= T I 1 T
1-:E}I-
Moduatety
ez image

o

frmple image
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fromm your comganer. ok el e el B o ki et e 180D dal Leterrer |
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el b hpround

Step 5 Use the Crop, Select and Delete, and Eraser tools to remove any portions of the image that you
don’t want to cut.The checkerboard background indicates areas which have been removed and will

not cut.
&
Upload Image
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SELECT & DELETE
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Several tools help you clean up your image by deleting unwanted areas.
u Crop will delete all areas that are not selected when you drag the box over your image.
/'Q- Select and Delete will erase areas with similar colors when you click on them.
o Erase will delete areas by clicking and dragging the circle over the image.

@ Preview will show you the cut lines in red which have been created. If the image does not
appear as desired, continue to remove portions of the image until you are satisfied with
the preview.

Upload Image

5 20l Chean up yom smage srourd the = you = b oreane the et path far. Al sess lefs sfier clrasap
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Step 6 Once the image is cleaned and meets your expectations, click “Continue to step 3.”

Upload Image

o1 Clesn ip yaul image W oand e PO W AT O B
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Step 7 Name your image and tag it (if desired) for easy searching.
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Step 8 To continue, click “Save image.”

Step 9 You will return to the Upload Image window. To add the image to your canvas, click on your
image and a green check will appear indicating it is selected. Click “Insert Image” to add to your canvas.

Please note: Cricut’ encourages you to respect the intellectual property rights of others and only
make copies of images you own or are authorized to use.
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Vector Upload (.svg or .dxf files)

Step 1 To begin a vector upload, click “Upload Image” on the left side of the design screen.

Cricut
Untitled Docummen

Step 2 A window will open which prompts you to choose your image file type. Choose “Vector Upload”
to work with .svg or .dxf files.

Uplocad Image
&
Basic Upload Vector Upload

st s i B P o D Froem e v c ot Upkoad s e wvour pepar e PlaSor free sl wel cresm dhs cuk
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Step 3 Click “Browse” to find the image you want to use on your computer.

Upload Image
Step - Impaort & Save
[
i v | repam el
Tag | ] devrmruded |
]
L]
e Bl
| % " |

Tip: (Cricut Design Space™ can work with files created from other design software. The files can include
solid colors or solid color fills, outlined text, or layers. However, layered images should always
remain ungrouped.)

Step 4 Name your image and tag it (if desired) for easy searching and click “Save image.”

Upload Image

Step 1: Import & Save

B vl
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Cutting Your Own Images (cont.)

Step 5 You will return to the Upload Image window. Click on your image and a green check will
appear indicating it is selected. Click “Insert image” to add to your canvas.

3]
Basic Upload Vector Upload

YEt & ~-0
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Step 6 Vector images will appear on your canvas as a grouped image. If ungrouped, the image layers
can be moved and resized independently.
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Working with images/Edit panel

There are several different ways to select an image.

Selecting an image

Option1 Click ontheimage to selectit. You’ll know the image is selected when the bounding box
appears around the edges.

Option 2 Dragthe cursor over the images you would like to select. The images must be completely
within the blue box in order for it to be selected.
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Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

Option3 Selecting the thumbnail image in the Layers panel will also select the image on your canvas.

Option4 Select all images on your screen by clicking on “Select All” in the top menu.
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Vﬁ)ﬁﬁ: jv?hri‘mZgE/Edit panel - Sizing images 'éricut ‘ E Xp]-O re

Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

There are several different ways to size an image.

Sizing Images

Option1l Draggingthe handle bars on the sides of the bounding box stretches the image width.

Option2 Draggingthe handle bar at the bottom of the bounding box stretches the image height.

Section 7B Page 1
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Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

Option3 Change both the width and height of your image at the same time by dragging the handle
bars found on any of the corners. This will maintain the size ratio, which means the image will not
be stretched as it grows or shrinks.

Option4 Youcan also use the Edit panel to specify an exact size for your image.

Step 1 Select the image and open the Edit panel.

Step 2 Click in the box to enter an exact measurement or use the arrow buttons to increase
or decrease the image size.
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Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

Images are added to the canvas with their size ratio locked, meaning the image will
resize proportionally.

Size

4)

Width | 6.97 in

4)

Height | 11 in

To unlock the size ratio, click on the lock. The image will resize based on specific height and
width measurements. When the size ratio is unlocked, the ratio will not be preserved when
you use the corner handles.

Size

Width 6.97 in

1

Height 11 n

1)
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Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

There are several different ways to rotate an image.

Rotate an image

Option1l The top handle bar lets you rotate your image in any direction.

Option 2 Inthe Editpanel, the circle surrounded by smaller circles allows you to rotate the image to
set points, such as 45° or 90°. Click on one of the small outer circles and your image will rotate to that
set point.

Cricut " B
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Working with images/Edit panel - Rotate/Mirror/Position

Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

Option 3 Inthe edit panel, enter a specific rotation up to 360° or use the arrow buttons to
adjust rotation.

Rotate

Mirror images
Click on the mirror buttons in the edit panel to flip your image either vertically or horizontally

Tip: If you are working with iron-on, we recommend you wait until you’re in the Mat Preview screen
to mirror for cutting.

mirrar
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Working with images/Edit panel (cont.)

Positioning images

Step 1 Choose where on the canvas you would like your image set. Position is always measured from
the top left corner of the design space to the top left corner of the bounding box.

Step 2 Inthe edit panel, type in a specific measurement for exact placement.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel

Cricut Design Space™ makes it easy to personalize your project using text, and different fonts. You can
use Cricut’ fonts or system fonts found on your computer.

Adding text

Step 1 Insert text onto your canvas by clicking the “Add text” button.

6ricut'

Untitled Document
| (LRI L L e T . 1 ) ) R A

2 3 4 5 6 1

A new text box with a text field will appear on the canvas and the edit panel will open.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 2 Type your text in the text field and watch as it appears below in the text box.

Untitled Document
III||||IIII||IlIIII||||IIII|||||III||IlIIII||||IIII|||||IIII||||IIII|| TTTT
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Tips for working with text:

¢ Clicking out of the field will close the text field

¢ Double clicking on the text will open the text field again

¢ You can have more than one line of text inside a text box; create line breaks using the enter
key on your keyboard

e Text boxes appear as an image group, meaning all letters and layers move and size together

¢ Size and move text just like you would an image

¢ Text boxes can only contain one font; however, you can add as many text boxes to a
project as desired

¢ Your text is represented by a thumbnail image of the first letter of the text in the layers panel
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 3 To change the font, select the text box or layer and open the edit panel.

Come —_—
toounr .
Party| -=H

Step 4 Click on the drop-down menu near the top of the Edit panel to open a list of all available
fonts. You can use Cricut’ fonts as well as any font installed on your computer.

| Cricut Alphabet | -
I d
Vand L
VARSITY LETTER %=

VARSITY LETH =~

Verdana

Hpae

Viser #andg ITC- o]

Tip: If a font has a price listed next to it, you can add the font to your design for free to see if you like
the look. If you use it in your final design, you will be asked to purchase the font prior to cutting.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 5 Choose the look of your font by clicking on the font you would like to use.
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Step 6 Cricut’ fonts often have more than one layer. Turn hidden layers on by clicking on the eye in
the layers panel. You can hide layers in the same way.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel(cont.)

Step 7 Click on the thumbnail image of the text in the Layers panel to make adjustments to line style
and color.

Tip: If you choose to write, the color options will change to match the colors of the available Cricut’
pens. Cricut Design Space™ will prompt you when to use your pen as you make your project.
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Step 8 If you are writing, you must tell the Cricut Explore” machine which layer you want the text
written on. To do this, select both the font and the layer you will write on and then click “Attach” in the
Layers panel.

Tip: Once youw've attached your text to another layer, it will be automatically ungrouped, and letters
will be shown separately in the Layers panel.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

The Edit panel in Cricut Design Space™ is very similar to the Image Edit panel when it comes to sizing,
rotating, and positioning text. It also makes finding the right font and editing text simple so you can
easily personalize your projects.

Editing text

Step 1 Tolocate a font style perfect for your project, add text to your project and open the
Edit panel.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 2 Click on “All Fonts” to filter for different font options. There are five options to choose
from; however, not all fonts have all options available.

All Fonts

Cricut Alp| AllFonts

System Fonts
Regular Cricut Fonts

Single Layer

Has a Writing Styl
(= 4 | e

Letter Spacing
(o [a] |
Line Spacing

1 [Lon [of 2]

Size

[— Width [ 206 |in :]
T—Height [ 085 |in :]

Diotata kdiroor

e All Fonts: displays all fonts available for use.

e System Fonts: shows only fonts found on your computer.

e Cricut’ Fonts: filters for fonts from the Cricut Design Space™ Image Library.

¢ Single Layer: filters for fonts that only contain one layer.

e Writing style fonts: filters for Cricut’ fonts specifically designed to be drawn with a pen and
not cut. While most fonts will trace the outside of the letters, writing style fonts feature letters
with single strokes, so they’re the most similar to handwritten text. Writing style fonts
automatically default to being drawn with a pen rather than cut.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 3 Once you’ve narrowed your fonts using filters, the next step is to choose a font design by
clicking on the main drop-down menu. Scrolling through the options and then click on your font
of choice.

Alternatively, if you know the name of the font you want to work with, type the name in the search field.

| Cricut Alphabet | - |
{ i)
Vanl o
VARSITY LETTER e
VARSITY LETY =~

verdana

e
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Lvegn | 20 |m| 2

Step 4 Most fonts often have style options. To select a font style, click on the second dropdown menu.
Choose from options like: regular, bold, italic, bold italic, or writing style. Purchased fonts include all
available styles for the font.

| VARSITY LETTER
| Bepder
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 5 You can change the alignment of your text inside the text box. Text alignment defaults to the
left, but you can also choose to center or right-align your text.

Align left - align your text along the left side.
Align middle - align your text down the center.

Align right - align your text along the right side.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel - Selecting Text

Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

Step 6 In order to make letters touch or get further apart, use the letter spacing option by typing an
exact number in the field or clicking the up and down arrows.
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Step 7 When working with multiple lines of text, you have the option to increase or decrease the
line spacing. To do this, change the line spacing by entering an exact number in the field or clicking

the up or down arrows.
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Working with Text/Edit Panel (cont.)

When working with layered Cricut’ fonts, you have the option to ungroup alittle differently.

Ungrouping fonts

EI Ungroup to layers: Allows you to ungroup the layers of text so each layer of the font can
be moved and resized independently, but keeps the letters of the text grouped together.

HEI Isolate letters: Allows you to ungroup the letters of text so you can move and resize
each letter separately; however, the letter’s layers remain grouped.

Mifentw =)
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Layers Panel

Use the layer panel to perform a variety of tasks.
¢ Determine the line type (cut, write, score)

e Change color of image layers

e Group/ungroup images and layers

e Duplicate/delete an image

e Hide/unhide an image layer

Determine the line type (cut, write, score)

Line type determines if your image will be cut, drawn or scored in your final project. The line type is
shown next to the image layer thumbnail and is represented by a symbol.

@ Cut: the image will be cut from your material
® Score: the image will be scored and will require the use of the Cricut’ Scoring Stylus
@ Write: the image will be drawn and will require a Cricut’ Color Pen

Step 1 To change the line type of alayer, click the thumbnail image in the Layers panel. The current
line type will be bold.

Tip: Each layer must be changed separately.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Step 2 Click the line type icon to make a change. The image in the Design Space™ will change to reflect
your choice.

]

Tip: If there are multiple layers to your project and the line type is a write or a score, the image will
need to be attached to another layer. (See section 9H, “Attach Tool,” for more details.)
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Fill color allows you to change the color of your image so you can better visualize your final project.
The color is only a representation. The material that is placed on your cutting mat will be the
project’s final color.

Change color on image layers

Step 1 To change the color of alayer, click the layer thumbnail in the Layers palette. For a cut object
you can choose from a Basic color palette or use the Custom Color Picker. For a written or drawn
object, you can choose from the Cricut’ pen colors.

Step 2 As color is chosen in the window, the image will change reflecting your choice.
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Group/Ungroup images and layers

The layers of images inserted from the CricutDesign Space™ Image Library are grouped together. This
means the image layers will move and resize together unless you ungroup them.

Tip: When images are grouped, it is only for convenience when working on the project.
Groups will not change how the image appears on the cutting mats.

Characteristics of image groups

e Image groups move and resize together

e Images can be moved using the mouse or the keyboard arrow keys

e Eachlayer of the image group appears in the Layers panel and is highlighted when selected

e  Whether images are grouped or ungrouped, image colors can be changed in the Layers panel

e  Whether images are grouped or ungrouped, image line type (cut, write, score) can be changed from
the Layers panel

e Layers of grouped or ungrouped image scan be hidden using the eye icon in the Layers panel

Ungrouping images

Step 1 Select the image you would like to ungroup. (For more information on selecting images, see
section 7A “Working with images/Edit panel.”) At the bottom of the Layers panel, click “Ungroup.”

Section 9C Page 1



el Cricut | Explore

Layers panel - Group/Ungroup images and layers

Group/Ungroup images and layers (cont.)

Ungrouping images (cont.)

Step 2 Each layer of the image can now be sized and moved individually.
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Group/Ungroup images and layers (cont.)

Grouping images

Step 1 Select the images you would like to group together. (For more information on how to select
layers, see section 7A “Working with images/Image panel.”) At the bottom of the Layers panel click
“Group.”
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Use the Duplicate/Delete function in the Layers panel to add additional copies of an image or
image layer to your project.

Duplicate an image or image group

Step 1 Select the image or image group you would like to duplicate.

Step 2 At the bottom of the Layers panel, click “Duplicate.” Image will be copied and will appear as a
new image on the project and in the Layers panel.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Delete an image or image group

Step 1 Select the image or image group you would like to delete.

Step 2 At the bottom of the Layers panel, click “Delete.” The image will be removed from the project
and from the Layers panel.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Duplicate an image layer

Step 1 Begin by ungrouping the image group you would like to duplicate. You can tell an image is
ungrouped when it is selected and a grey background appears around only one image layer.
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Step 2 Select the image layer you would like to duplicate by clicking it in the Layers panel.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Step 3 At the bottom of the Layers panel click “Duplicate.” Image layer will be copied and will appear
as anew image on the project and in the Layers panel.
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Delete an image layer

Step 1 Begin by ungrouping the image group you would like to delete. You can tell an image is
ungrouped when it is selected and a gray background appears around only one image layer.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Step 2 Select the image layer you would like to delete by clicking it in the Layers panel.
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Step 3 At the bottom of the Layers panel click “Delete.” The image layer will be removed from the
project and from the Layers panel.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

All images appear in the layers panel as separate layers. Many images when inserted from the Cricut
Design™ Space Image Library have layers (often shadows) that are present but do not immediately
appear on the canvas. These layers are hidden. When alayer is hidden, it will not appear on your
canvas or cut with the final project; however, it will appear in the layers palette with a crossed-out
eyeicon.

Hide an image layer

Step 1 To hide alayer, click on the eye icon in the layer band of the layers panel.
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Step 2 The icon will change to a crossed-out eye and the layer will no longer appear on the project.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Unhide an image layer

Step 1 Tounhide alayer, click on the crossed out eye icon in the layer band of the Layers panel.
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Step 2 The icon will change to an eye, and the Layer will now appear on the project.
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Weld

The Weld tool allows you to join shapes to create a single customized image by removing any
overlapping cut lines. This can be a great way to simplify a design, keep the letters of a word
connected, or combine shapes to create new designs.

Step 1 Ungroup your image if it has multiple layers.

Step 2 Make sure the images you would like to weld overlap each other.
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Weld (cont.)

Step 3 Select all images that will be welded together. Once multiple layers are selected, the “Weld”
tool will become active.

Tip: You will know that your images are welded when they change to the same color
and the new image appears in the Layers panel.
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Contour Feature

The Contour tool allows you to hide a portion of an image layer.

Step 1 Ungroup your image if it has multiple layers. The layers of an image must be ungrouped
to use contour.

Step 2 Select the image layer you will be working with.
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Contour Feature (cont.)

Step 3 Click “Contour” on the layers panel. You will see all images fade except the one you are
working with. The blue line around the image represents a cut path.

Step 4 Click on the portion of the image you do not want. The line will change to a light blue,
indicating this will no longer show as part of the image and will not cut.
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Contour Feature (cont.)

Step 5 When you are finished hiding portions of the image, click on a blank area of the design screen.
You will see the hidden contours no long appear as part of the image.
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Layers Panel - Attach Tool

Layers Panel (cont.)

The Attach tool has two functions. Attach holds your cuts in position so that images on the cutting mat
will appear exactly as they show up on your design screen. Attach can also fasten a write or score line

to a cut layer.

Using Attach to Hold Position

Step 1 Select the images you would like to cut in a specific position. They will all be cutting from the
same mat, so it’s a good idea to attach images that share a color. You will want to attach by layer or color.
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Step 3 You will know that your images are attached because they will all be the same color. When you

are ready to cut, the images will show on the Mat Preview screen exactly as you have them arranged on
your project.

Mat Preview

cu
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Tip: If items are not attached, Cricut Design Space™ will cut in paper saver mode, meaning it will
automatically place objects on the cutting mat as close together as possible to conserve material.

Mat Preview
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Layers Panel (cont.)

Step 4 Should you want to detach your images, right click on the design screen and select the “Detach”
option from the menu.
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Using Attach to fasten a write or score to a cut layer

Step 1 Ungroup your image if it has multiple layers.

e bl

=
i
w
B
]

Section 9H Page 3



Section 9H

Layers Panel - Attach Tool

Cricut | Explore

Layers Panel (cont.)

Step 2 Select both the text to be written and the image or layer you would like it to write on. Open the

Layers panel and click “Attach.”
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Step 3 Your text will be converted to an image and will be written on the layer it has been attached to.
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Tip: You will know that your images are attached because they will be connected in the Layers panel.
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Sync Panel

The Sync panel helps you coordinate colors within your project. This can also help reduce the number
of cutting mats need for a project.

Step 1 Open the Sync panel using the button in the top menu.
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Step 2 Drag a shape from one row to another in the Color Sync panel. The color of the shape will
change to the selected row color.

Tip: If you would like to move an entire row of shapes to a new color, hover over the row. Next to the color
swatch, a verticle row of horizontal stripes will appear. Grap that handle and drag it to another color. All
the pieces of the original color will be updated.
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Canvas Panel

To better visualize your project, use a project canvas. The canvas will not cut.
It acts as a guide to help you see how the finished project will appear before you cut.

Step 1 To use a canvas in Cricut Design Space, click “Set Canvas.”
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Untitled Document
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A new window will open showing the options for canvas types.

Step 2 Select the canvas by clicking on the tile that most closely represents your project type.
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Canvas Panel (cont.)

Tip: If you would like to place your design as though you are using a cutting mat, you may want to
choose Basic canvas and then customize the canvas to match your cutting mat.

Step 3 Click “done” to add the canvas to your design space.
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Canvas Panel (cont.)

The canvas will appear with the Canvas Properties panel open.

Ericut = A B

Step 4 Inthe Canvas panel, change the settings to match those of your project. Each canvas type has
unique settings based on the item itself. Change settings such as category, style, size, and color.

Canvas Properties

Preview

2

Tablets
Choose a type that fits your design best.

Category

el ]
;Stylecompaﬁblewflh .
| iPad 2/3 v ‘
Size

| Standard v ‘

Height & Width

UPDATE CAMWVAS

Section 11 Page 3



oo Cricut | Explore

Canvas Panel (cont.)

Tip: To customize the size of your canvas, click “Custom” in the Size drop-down menu.
Here you can adjust both the width and height of your canvas.
(Remember to unlock the aspect ratio if you would like to adjust the height and width separately.)

Size
Custom ¥
Height & Width
width | 1825 |in| 3
- - e
Height 295 n| 5

Step 5 Once you have completed your selections, click “Update Canvas.” The canvas
properties will change to your preferences.

Step 6 Now you can design your project on the screen to look exactly how the finished
project will appear.
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Mat Preview

Use the Mat Preview screens to perform a variety of tasks.

e Select/edit different mats based on color

e Move/rotate images on the mat

e Make copies of your project

e Mirror the images on the mat (for use with materials like iron-on)
e Select the material size

Once your project is ready to cut, click “Go.” Cricut Design Space™ will take your project and automat-
ically separate the color layers onto different mats for you. The Mat Preview screens give you multiple
options to adjust your mats prior to cutting.
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Click on each mat thumbnail image to preview the image layout. To move between mats, either click

on the mat thumbnail or select a mat number at the bottom of the page.
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Ifyou have more than four mats, click the arrows at the bottom of the window to see the

additional mats.
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Adjust the position of an image by dragging or rotating it to your desired placement. To move an
image, select the image and drag it to the desired location. To rotate an image, select the image and

use the handlebar at the top of the image to rotate it in either direction.
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It is easy to make multiple copies of your project. After the question “How many projects do you
want to make?” type in a number or use the arrow keys to indicate the number of projects you’ll be
making. When you are finished, click “Apply.”
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Cricut Design Space™ will automatically multiply each image and add mats as needed to make

the number of projects you entered.
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Change the material size by clicking on the Material drop-down menu at the bottom of the mat

preview window.

You will have to change the material size for each mat or color group.

Use the mirror image button when working with materials such as iron-on so that images and text
will appear in the correct orientation when applied. Click the button to reverse images on the

selected cutting mat.
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If'the entire project is going to be cut with iron-on, you will need to mirror each mat.
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